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Table 1: Beta convergence and indicators of absolute and relative inequality 

 

Years 
GDP/cap 

country A (5% 
growth) 

GDP/cap 
country R (2% 

growth) 

Absolute 
difference R–A 

Relative ratio 
R/A 

0 1,000 5,000 4,000 5 

1 1,050 5,100 4,050 4.9 

9 1,551 5,975 4,424 3.9 

23 3,072 7,884 4,813 2.6 

55 14,636 14,859 223 1 
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Table 2a: Average income per person (at PPP) by national quintile 2018 

 

Country Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 

BG 2,800 € 5,148 € 7,258 € 10,151 € 21,445 € 

RO 2,043 € 4,357 € 6,324 € 8,880 € 14,736 € 

HR 4,052 € 7,401 € 9,959 € 12,987 € 20,267 € 

LV 3,707 € 7,009 € 10,135 € 14,082 € 25,089 € 

LT 3,981 € 7,414 € 10,725 € 14,869 € 28,172 € 

PL 5,588 € 9,041 € 11,612 € 14,771 € 23,734 € 

EE 5,604 € 9,476 € 13,469 € 18,245 € 28,390 € 

HU 4,187 € 6,684 € 8,583 € 10,932 € 18,184 € 

SK 5,768 € 9,015 € 10,907 € 13,194 € 17,500 € 

CZ 7,688 € 10,885 € 13,360 € 16,533 € 25,545 € 

PT 4,949 € 8,240 € 10,893 € 14,416 € 25,834 € 

EL 3,782 € 6,846 € 9,201 € 12,186 € 20,839 € 

MT 8,983 € 13,692 € 18,142 € 23,319 € 38,360 € 

ES 6,036 € 11,425 € 16,018 € 21,713 € 36,404 € 

SI 8,368 € 12,697 € 15,781 € 19,281 € 28,192 € 

IT 6,257 € 12,084 € 16,730 € 22,007 € 38,111 € 

CY 8,754 € 13,004 € 17,115 € 21,890 € 37,447 € 

DE 9,541 € 16,809 € 21,765 € 27,918 € 48,337 € 

FR 10,345 € 16,238 € 20,343 € 25,240 € 43,757 € 

BE 10,420 € 16,230 € 21,387 € 26,590 € 39,280 € 

UK 8,355 € 13,790 € 18,373 € 24,738 € 45,057 € 

AT 11,374 € 18,296 € 23,299 € 29,160 € 45,880 € 

FI 10,985 € 15,885 € 20,030 € 24,954 € 40,011 € 

NL 10,758 € 16,942 € 21,472 € 26,981 € 43,603 € 

SE 9,500 € 15,647 € 20,396 € 25,649 € 39,171 € 

IE 9,784 € 14,904 € 19,715 € 26,218 € 45,296 € 

DK 10,886 € 17,211 € 21,670 € 27,016 € 44,761 € 

LU 13,450 € 23,739 € 32,092 € 44,008 € 76,787 € 
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Table 2b: Average income per person (at exchange rates) by national quintile 2018 

 

Country Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 

BG 1,389 € 2,554 € 3,600 € 5,035 € 10,637 € 

RO 1,075 € 2,293 € 3,328 € 4,672 € 7,754 € 

HR 2,732 € 4,989 € 6,714 € 8,755 € 13,663 € 

LV 2,698 € 5,101 € 7,376 € 10,249 € 18,259 € 

LT 2,569 € 4,785 € 6,922 € 9,596 € 18,182 € 

PL 3,166 € 5,122 € 6,578 € 8,368 € 13,446 € 

EE 4,377 € 7,401 € 10,520 € 14,251 € 22,174 € 

HU 2,639 € 4,213 € 5,409 € 6,890 € 11,460 € 

SK 4,025 € 6,290 € 7,611 € 9,207 € 12,211 € 

CZ 5,244 € 7,425 € 9,113 € 11,278 € 17,425 € 

PT 4,254 € 7,084 € 9,365 € 12,394 € 22,210 € 

EL 3,232 € 5,850 € 7,862 € 10,412 € 17,806 € 

MT 7,337 € 11,184 € 14,818 € 19,047 € 31,333 € 

ES 5,580 € 10,563 € 14,809 € 20,073 € 33,655 € 

SI 7,009 € 10,634 € 13,218 € 16,149 € 23,613 € 

IT 6,313 € 12,191 € 16,879 € 22,203 € 38,450 € 

CY 7,833 € 11,637 € 15,315 € 19,588 € 33,509 € 

DE 9,926 € 17,488 € 22,645 € 29,046 € 50,291 € 

FR 11,324 € 17,773 € 22,267 € 27,628 € 47,896 € 

BE 11,545 € 17,983 € 23,697 € 29,462 € 43,522 € 

UK 9,722 € 16,046 € 21,380 € 28,787 € 52,431 € 

AT 12,348 € 19,864 € 25,296 € 31,659 € 49,811 € 

FI 13,447 € 19,444 € 24,518 € 30,546 € 48,976 € 

NL 12,059 € 18,990 € 24,068 € 30,243 € 48,874 € 

SE 11,922 € 19,635 € 25,595 € 32,186 € 49,156 € 

IE 12,308 € 18,749 € 24,802 € 32,983 € 56,983 € 

DK 15,115 € 23,898 € 30,090 € 37,512 € 62,153 € 

LU 16,929 € 29,878 € 40,391 € 55,389 € 96,645 € 
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Figure 1: Accumulated population and income (at exchange rates) of the national 

quintiles (ordered from poorest to richest and normalised between 0 and 1)  
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Figure 2: The development of EU-wide inequality 2005–18 (S80/S20 ratio) 
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Table 3: Income quintile share ratios (S80/S20) 2005–18 

Region/country 2005 2010 2018 

European Union—28 5.03 4.94 5.17 

Euro area 4.65 4.90 5.07 

Belgium 4.04 3.92 3.78 

Bulgaria n/a 5.86 7.66 

Czech Republic 3.67 3.47 3.32 

Denmark 3.50 4.41 4.11 

Germany  3.79 4.49 5.07 

Estonia 5.93 5.01 5.07 

Ireland 5.01 4.70 4.23 

Greece 5.79 5.61 5.51 

Spain 5.55 6.16 6.03 

France 4.02 4.43 4.23 

Croatia n/a 5.54 5.00 

Italy 5.57 5.38 6.09 

Cyprus 4.34 4.54 4.29 

Latvia 6.69 6.84 6.78 

Lithuania 6.95 7.35 7.09 

Luxembourg 3.87 4.10 5.72 

Hungary 4.04 3.41 4.35 

Malta 3.95 4.33 4.28 

Netherlands 3.99 3.65 4.05 

Austria 3.81 4.34 4.04 

Poland 6.64 4.98 4.25 

Portugal 6.96 5.56 5.22 

Romania n/a 6.11 7.21 

Slovenia 3.43 3.42 3.38 

Slovakia 3.92 3.80 3.03 

Finland 3.64 3.61 3.65 

Sweden 3.33 3.85 4.13 

United Kingdom 5.87 5.35 5.95 
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Conclusion and Outlook 

Table 4: Nominal growth (in percent) between 2000 and 2017 

 

Period 2000–2008 2008–2017 2008–2013 2013–2017 

Centre 25.8 22 7.6 13.4 

Periphery, east 129.8 23.6 2.5 20.6 

Periphery, south 47.1 3.2 -5.9 9.6 

GPS 67.5 0.3 -10.4 12 

 

98



World Economics • Vol. 21 • No. 2 • April–June 2020 

 

99



World Economics • Vol. 21 • No. 2 • April–June 2020 100



World Economics • Vol. 21 • No. 2 • April–June 2020 101



World Economics • Vol. 21 • No. 2 • April–June 2020 

 

 

 

  

102



World Economics • Vol. 21 • No. 2 • April–June 2020 

Mathematical Annex on Catch-up Growth 
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